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Claims: 

1 . A compound represented by the general formula I 

R 4 




I 



Wherein 

R l , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 are independently selected from hydrogen, halogen, cyano, Q-6- 
alk(en/yn)yl, Ci^-alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci^-alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, hydroxy, hydroxy-Ci-6- 
alk(en/yn)yl, halo-Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, halo-Ci-e-alkCen/ynJyIoxy, or NR x R y wherein R x 
and R y are independently selected from hydrogen, Ci-<5-alk(en/yn)yl, cyano-Ci_<3- 
alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl, C 3 -8-cycloalk(en)yl-C l . 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, or NR Z R W -Ci- 
6 -alk(en/yn)yl, wherein R z and R w are independently selected from hydrogen, Ci-6~ 
alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl, or C 3 -8-cycloalk(en)yl-Ci. 6 -allc(en/yn)yl; or R x and 
R y together with the nitrogen to which they are attached form a 3-7-membered ring 
which optionally contains one further heteroatom; 

R 6 , R 7 , R 8 , R are independently selected from hydrogen, halogen, Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, 
Ci_ 6 -alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, hydroxy, hydroxy-Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, 
halo-Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, halo-Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yloxy, or NR x R y wherein R x and R y are 
independently selected from hydrogen, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, cyano-Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 - 
8 -cycloalk(en)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl-Ci^-allc(en/yn)yl, or NR z R w -Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, 
wherein R z and R w are independently selected from hydrogen, CWalk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 - 
cycloalk(en)yl, C 3 - 8 -cycloalk(en)yl-Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl; or R x and R y together with the 
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nitrogen to which they are attached form a 3-7-membered ring which optionally 
contains one further heteroatom; 

provided that at least one of R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 , R 7 , R 8 , and R 9 is different from 
5 hydrogen; also provided that when R 3 is methyl, then at least one of R l , R 2 , R 4 , R 5 , 
R 6 , R 7 , R 8 , R 9 is different from hydrogen; 
or a salt thereof. 

2. The compound of claim 1, wherein R 1 is selected from hydrogen, halogen, cyano, 
io Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, Ci_ 6 -a]Jk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci^-alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, halo-Ci^- 
alk(en/yn)yl, or NR x R y wherein R x and R y are independently selected from hydrogen, 
Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, cyano-Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 -8-cycloalk(en)yl, C 3 -8-cycloalk(en)yl- 
Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, or NR z R w -C w -alk(en/yn)yl, wherein R z and R w are independently 
selected from hydrogen, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl, or C 3 -8-cycloalk(en)yl- 
15 Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, provided that if one of R x and R y is NR z R w -Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl then 
the other is selected from hydrogen, C t -6-alk(en/yn)yl, cyano-Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 -g- 
cycloalk(en)yl, or C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl-Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl; or R x and R y together with 
the nitrogen to which they are attached form a 3-7-membered ring which optionally 
contains one further heteroatom; typically R 1 is selected from hydrogen, Ci-e-allcyl, or 
20 halogen. 

3. The compound of any one of claims 1-2, wherein R 2 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, cyano, Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, Ci_6-alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, 
halo-Ci.6-alk(en/yn)yl; typically, R 2 is selected from hydrogen, Ci. 6 -alkoxy, halogen, 

25 or Ci-6-alkyl. 

4. The compound of any one of claims 1-3, wherein R 3 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, cyano, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, Ci_6-alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, 
halo-Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl; typically, R 3 is selected from hydrogen, Ci-6-alkyl, Ci^- 

30 alkoxy, halogen, halo-C-6-allcyl, hydroxy-Ci-6-alkyl, NR x R y wherein R x is hydrogen 
and R y is Ci^-alkyl, or C 2 -6-alkenyl; more typically, R 3 is selected from hydrogen, Ci- 
6-alkyl, Ci^-alkoxy, or halogen. 
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5. The compoui nd of any one of claims 1-4 wherein R 4 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, cyano\ Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, Ci_6-alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci^-alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, 
halo-Ci^-alkXen/^ ffiyU typically, R 4 is selected from hydrogen, Ci-s-alkoxy, halogen, 
or Ci-6-allcyl 

5 

6. The compound o f any one of claims 1-5 wherein R 5 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, cyano, Ci\ 6-alk(en/yn)yl, Ci-«-alk(en/yn)yloxy, Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)ylsulfanyl, 
halo-Ci^-alk(en/yn)y)i « or NR x R y wherein R x and R y are independently selected from 
hydrogen, Ci^-alk(en '-/yn)yl. cyano-Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl, C 3 . 8 - 

10 cycloallc(en)yl-Ci-6-alk(\ sn/yntyl, or NR z R w -Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, wherein R z and R w are 
independently selected A om hydrogen, Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 - 8 -cycloalk(en)yl, or C 3 . 8 - 
cycloalk(en)yl-Ci^-alk(en /yn)yl, provided that if one of R x and R y is NR Z R W -Ci^- 
alk(en/yn)yl then the othei * is selected from hydrogen, Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, cyano-Ci^- 
alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(\ - n )yl> or C 3 -s-cycloallc(en)yl-Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl; or R x and 



15 R y together with the nitrogei 11 to which they are attached form a 3-7-membered ring 
which optionally contains A ne further heteroatom; typically R 5 is selected from 
hydrogen, Ci^-alkyl, or halogl Q - 



7. The compound of any one o; r - claims 1-6 wherein R is selected from hydrogen, 
20 halogen, Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, halo -Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl; typically R 6 is selected from 

hydrogen, or halogen. 

8. The compound of any one of ch\ ums 1-7 wherein R 7 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, halo-Cu\ i-alk(en/yn)yl; typically R 7 is selected from 

25 hydrogen, or halogen. 



9. The compound of any one of claims 1-8 wherein R 8 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, C,^-aUc(en/yn)yl, Ci_ 6 -alk(en/y I 'n)yloxy, halo-Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, or NR x R y 
wherein R x and R y are independently s \ elected from hydrogen, Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, 
30 cyano-Ci-6-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 - 8 -cycloalk(en)yA l « C 3 . 8 -cycloall<(en)yl-Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, or 
NR z R w -Ci- 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, wherein R z and \ RW «» independently selected from 
hydrogen, Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 -cycloall\ <en)yl, or C 3 . 8 -cycloalk(en)yl-C,. 6 - 
alk(en/yn)yl, provided that if one of R x and i\ l * is NR z R w -C,. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl then the 
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other is selected from hydrogen, Ci^-aUc(en/yn)yl, cyano-C x ^-alk(en/yn)yl, C 3 . 8 - 
cycloalk(en)yl, or C 3 -8-cycloaUc(en)yl-Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl; or R x and R y together with 
the nitrogen to which they are attached form a 3-7-membered ring which optionally 
contains one further heteroatom; typically R 8 is selected from hydrogen, Ci. 6 -alkyl, 
Ci-6-alkoxy, halo-CWalkyl, or halogen. 

10. The compound of any one of claims 1-9 wherein R 9 is selected from hydrogen, 
halogen, Ci. 6 -alk(en/yn)yl, halo-Ci^-alk(en/yn)yl; typically, R 9 is selected from 
hydrogen, or halogen. 

11. The compound of any one of claims 1-10 wherein the compound of formula I has 
1-4 substituents in the phenyl ring(s), selected from any one of R l -R 9 , which are 
different from hydrogen, and the remaining substituents are hydrogen. 

12. The compound of claim 1, said compound being 
4-[2-(4-Chloro-phenylsulfanyl)~5-ta 
4-[2-(4-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(2,4-Dimethyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-trifluoromethyl-phenyl]-piperi 
4-[2-(4-CWoro-phenylsulfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(4-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(4-Methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(2,4-Dimethyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-metliyl-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2~(4-Fluoro-2-methyl-pte 

4-[2-(4-Mettioxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-CWoro-2-methyl-phenylsidfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-2-fluoro-phenyls\ilfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2,4-Dichloro-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2-Cliloro-4-methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl- piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-3-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2,4-Dimethyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-bromo-phenyl]-piperidine 
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4-[2-(4-Methyl-phenylsixlfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-phenylsu^ 

4-[2-(4-Methyl-phenylsu^^ 

4-[2-(2,4-Dimethyl-phenyte^ 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-phenylsu^ 

4-[2-(2-Chloro-4-fluoro-ph^ 

4-[2-(4-Methyl-4-phenylsulfany^ 

4-[2-(3-Methoxy-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(2-Chloro-4-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-pip 
4-[2-(2-CMoro-4-methoxy-pheny^ 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-2-fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 
4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-methyl-phe^ 

4-[2-(2-Chloro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidm 
4-[2-(2,4-DicMoro-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(2,4-Difluoro-phenylsulfaayl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]~piperidine 

4-[2~(2,4-Dimethyl-phenylsulf^^ 

4- [2-(Phenylsulfanyl)-5 -fluoro-phenyl] -piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Bromo~2-fluoro-pheny^^^ 

4-[2-(3-CMoro-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidin^ 
4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-me1hoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyy 
4-[2-(2-Methyl-4-methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phe 
4-[2-(2-Methyl-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(2-Fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(4-Trifluorom 

4-[2-(2-CMoro-4-fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidin 

4-[2-(4-Methoxy-2-methyl-ph^^ 

4-[2-(2,4-Difluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2~(2,3-Dime1hyl-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(3,4-Dimetiiyl-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2<2-CMoro-4-methoxy-phenyte^ 

4-[2-(2-CMoro-4-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-p 
4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-methyl-phe^ 
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4-[2-(4-Fluoro-3-me1hoxy^ 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-2-methyl^^ 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-4-methyl-phe^^ 

4-[2-(5-CWoro-2-fluoro-phenylsidfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-piperid^ 
4-[2-(2-Chloro-4-fluoro-phe^ 

4-[2-(3-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-me1±Lyl-phenyl]-piperid 

4-[2-(4-CMoro-2-fluoro-phenylsiilfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-piperid 

4-[2-(3-Chloro-2-fluoro-pheny^ 

4-[2-(2,4-Difluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methyl-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methoxy-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-methoxy-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2-Methyl-4-me1hoxy-ph^^ 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-2~methyl^ 

4-[2-(3-Methoxy-phenylsulfa^^ 

4-[2-(2-Methyl-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(3-Methyl-phenylsul^^ 

4-[2-(4-Me1iioxy-2-methyl~phe^^ 

4-[2-(2-Methoxy-phenylsulfaayl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidm 
4-[2-(4-Fluoro-2-Methyl-phenylsu^^ 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-4-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidm 

4-[2-(2,3-Dimethyl-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-2Htnethyl-phe^^ 

4-[2-(3-CMoro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(3-Fluoro-phenylsidfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidm 

4-[2-(2-Fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-3-me1hoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-pip 

4-[2-(2-Chloro-4-methyl-phenylsiilfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 

4-[2-(4-CMoro-2-fluoro-phenyls^ 

4-[2-(4-Trifluorome1±Lyl-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-pi^ 

4-[2-(3-CMoro-2-fluoro-phenylsulf^ 

4-[2-(4-Methyl-phenylsulfanyl)--6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(3,4-Dime1hyl-phenylsu^^ 
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4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-pip 

4-[2-(2,4-DicMoro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

442-(2-Fluoro-4-methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 

4-[2-(2,4-Difluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

442-(2-CUoro-4-methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidi^ 

4-[2-(4-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-6-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2,3-DicUoro-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(2-Methoxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Trifluorome1iioxy-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-2-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidm 

4-[2-(4-Trifluoromethyl-phenyte 

4-[2-(3-Methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(4-Chloro-2-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperi 

4-[2-(2,3-Dimethyl-phenylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-phenyl]-piperid^ 

4-[2-(2,3-Dihydro-benzo[l,4]dioxin-6-ylsulfanyl)-5-fluoro-ph^ 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-3-me1hoxy-phen^^ 

4- [2-(2-Methyl-phenylsiilfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl] -piperidine 

4-[2-(2-CWoro-phenylsulfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidiiie 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-phenylsiUfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 

4-[2-(3,4-Dime1iiyl-phenylsul^^ 

4-[2-(2-CMoro-4-Methyl-phenyls^^ 

4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-me1ftyl-phenyte^ 

4-[2-(5-Qiloro-2-fluoro-phenylsulfanyl)-4-£luoro-ph^ 

4-[2-(2-CMoro-4-fluoro-phenyte 

4-[2-(2^-Dimethyl-phenylsulfanyl)^-fluoro-phenyl]-piperidine 
4-[2-(3-Fluoro-2-methyl-phe^ 

4-[2-(4-Methoxy-2-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-4-fluoro-phen^ -piperidine 
4-[2-(3 -Fluoro-4-methyl-phe^ 

4-[2-(4-Fluoro-2-methyl-phenylsulfanyl)-4-fluoro-phenyl]-pipe 
4-[2-(4-Hydroxymethyl-phenylsulfanyl)-phenyl]-piperidm 
4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4ntnethyl-amm^ 
4-[2-(2-Fluoro-4-vinyl-phenyls 
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or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

13. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound of any one of claims 
1-12 or a pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt thereof and at least one 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent. 

14. The use of a compound of any one of claims 1 to 12 or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable acid addition salt thereof for the preparation of a medicament for the 
treatment of affective disorders, such as depression, anxiety disorders including 
general anxiety disorder, social anxiety disorder, post traumatic stress disorder, 
obsessive compulsive disorder, panic disorder, panic attacks, specific phobias, social 
phobia and agoraphobia. 

15. A method for the treatment of an affective disorder, such as depression, 
anxiety disorders including general anxiety disorder, social anxiety disorder, post 
traumatic stress disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder, panic disorder, panic attacks, 
specific phobias, social phobia and agoraphobia in a living animal body, including a 
human, comprising administering, a therapeutically effective amount of a compound 
of any one of claims 1- 12 or a pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salt thereof. 

16. A compound of any one of claims 1-12 for use as a medicament. 



